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SUBJECT: INTEREST OF FREEPORT INDONESIA IN HIRING MINERS EROM 
THE PHILIPPINES 

REE: STATE 111500 

1. SECRETARY OF LABOR OPLE TOLD LABATT THAT PROVIDING 
PHILIPPINE MINERS FOR INDONESIA MINES IS A VERY TOUCHY PROBLEM. 
THE PHILIPPINE MINING COMPANIES ARE EXPANDING AND HAVE BEEN 
AMONG THOSE EMPLOYERS WHO HAVE BEEN COMPLAINING ABOUT LOSING 
THEIR SKILLED WORKERS. ALSO HE SAID INDONESIA COPPER IS A 
DIRECT COMPETITOR TO PHILIPPINE COPPER. THE ASEAN NATIONS 
LONG AGO AGREED, HE SAID, NOT TO PIRATE WORKERS FROM EACH- 
OTHER. HOWEVER, IF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDONESIA WILL MAKE AN 
"OEFICIAL REQUEST IN THE SPIRIT OF ASEAN" THROUGH THE INDO- 
NESIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE PHILIPPINES, OPLE SAID HE COULD 
PROBABLY COME UP WITH ABOUT 15 SKILLED WORKERS. 
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